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The birds and flowers are returning, along with 

50+ degree temperatures.   And weôre all more 

than ready for them! 

 

This winter has seemed so very long and cold.  

Itôs hard to be so cooped-up and under gray skies 

for so long. 

 

Weôd like to kick off the year by doing some-

thing different: 

 

On Thursday, March 25th, starting at 6:30 

PM, weôre going to have a ñSpring Flingò of 

sortsé and youôre invited !! 

 

Weôre getting together for a Pot-Luck Supper and 

a combined meeting of ANYBODY who is inter-

ested in fighting crime and working together in 

Neighborhood Watchesé anybody on the EN-

TIRE WEST SIDE of Independence! 

 

The ñNeighbors of Winner Roadò and the 

ñMaywood Watch Dogsò will be hosting this 

event.  Maywood Baptist Church at 10505 E. 

Winner Road has graciously offered their Fel-

lowship Hall to be our dining hall that night! 

 

It will be good to get together and see some of 

the wonderful people whom we havenôt seen for 

months, due to the cold weather.   And weôre 

hoping to see some NEW faces too! 

 

Weôre asking each family to bring a dish, accord-

ing to the following plan: 

 

1) Odd-numbered houses, please bring a main 

dish, casserole, or starch (rice, pasta, etc.) 

2) Even-numbered houses, please bring a side-

dish, salad, or dessert. 

 

Drinks will be provided. 

 

When you arrive, please enter via the south side 
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doors.   

 

Captain Ken Bergman of the Independence Po-

lice will be our guest speaker.  He will be dis-

cussing gangs in Independence and what we can 

do about them. 

 

Iôd like to stress that this event is opened to 

ANYBODY who lives west of Main Street in 

Independence!   Yep, weôre inviting the entire 

West side! 

 

But weôre asking you to please help us spread the 

word about this event!   Invite anybody who is 

interested in fighting crime or just in working 

together to make Independence a better place to 

live! 

 

 

Burglars and Prowlers on the rise! 
 

Dorothy may have worried about ñtigers and li-

ons and bears, oh my!ò   But here in Western In-

dependence, we have a much-more-real threat: 

 

People who steal from other people 

 

As the warmer weather of Spring arrives, we see 

more people getting out and traveling the area on 

foot. 

 

A small number of these people are roaming the 

streets and neighborhoods, looking for opportuni-

ties.    

 

And unfortunately, warmer weather gives thieves 

more opportunitiesé.because more law-abiding, 

hard-working citizens get out and away from 

home.    

 

More of us get a bit careless and leave our 

homes, sheds, and cars unlocked.  Itôs easier to 

get at those things with no snow or ice around.  

Growing plants and greenery help hide activities. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Itôs Spring!  Letôs celebrate! 
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So,  please consider this reminder:   stay alert and 

remember to secure your property! 

 

A home over on S. Glenwood Ave. was broken 

in via the front window in the middle of the day 

(i.e. ñin broad daylightò).   The thieves would 

have probably come back for more, long before 

the homeowner, who was at work, would have 

become aware of the problem.    

 

But, fortunately, a police officer spotted two men 

walking down the street, carrying a plasma TV 

and a laptop.  The police booted the laptop, fig-

ured out who it belonged to, and contacted the 

homeowner. 

 

The person was lucky in that those items were 

returned to him.  But his home had still been ran-

sacked.  There was plenty of clean-up to do, not 

to mention that terrible feeling you get when you 

realize something that is a ñhuge part of 

youò (i.e. your HOME), has been invaded and 

gutted. 

   

Here are a few tips, taken from a set of 

ñCommunity Policingò guides available at http://

www.popcenter.org/problems/.   These are just 

general tips about what you can do to prevent 

your home from being burglarized.  They are 

designed to get you to think about your particular 

home and situation: 

 

1) Install a burglar alarm. 

2) ñHardenò your home:  look at your doors and 

windows and determine if they need better 

locks, stronger doors, etc. 

3) Increase ñoccupancy indicatorsò ð things 

that make a home look like it is occupied:  

lights on timers, closed curtains, noise from 

stereo or TV, dogs 

4) Improve visibility of your home, making it 

more likely that a burglar would be spotted 

5) Join a Neighborhood Watch program 

 

I would also add: crime goes down when you 

take this attitude:     ñIôm going to phone the po-

lice when I see anyone or anything odd in my 

neighborhood, because I may be protecting my 

neighbors and their belongings by doing so.  And 

Iôd want them to do the same for me when Iôm 

not around.ò 

(Continued from page 1) 

   

 

One thing that really annoys me about living here 

is when I have to get in the car and drive ten 

miles to buy somethingésomething that I canôt 

find nearby. 

 

That ñsomethingò is sometimes a rather-common 

piece of hardware for my house (which, unfortu-

nately, P&G Hardware often doesnôt sell).   And 

sometimes that ñsomethingò is a restaurant with a 

certain type of food. 

 

I hate the driving because of the extra time and 

gasoline involved.  Plus, Iôm concerned that gas 

prices are going to drift back up to $4 per gallon 

again. 

 

So, in disgust, I sometimes throw my hands in 

the air and ask ñWhy canôt I find this here lo-

cally?ò 

 

Iôm not saying that I want a Walmart or a Loweôs 

or a cluster of 20 chain restaurants hereé.just 

more stores with more variety...within a mile 

or two of where I live! 

 

I know there are a lot of people living here who 

want the same thing!    Soé..how can we get 

that é..here? 

 

Over the past several years, Iôve worked on vari-

ous projects with Maywood and Englewood busi-

ness owners.  Weôve ñrubbed elbowsò a bit.  So, 

Iôve had time to listen to them, plus reflect on 

what I can do to help them.  The most-obvious 

thing is what Iôm listing first: 

 

1) Choose to spend your money locally.   

Of course, this is always a personal decision.  

Some folks would say ñI can get it cheaper at 

Walmart.ò   Yes, but you may be turning the 

cluster of stores thatôs nearest to your home into 

a ñghost townò.  Wouldnôt that hurt you and your 

(Continued on page 3) 

Maywood and Englewood  

Businesses need your Support! 
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neighborhood? 

 

Also, I think youôll find that our local business 

people will give you far better, more-

personalized serviceé.especially once they start 

to recognize your face.  Business is just plain 

more-rewarding for both parties, when each side 

knows the other as a personé.and not just an-

other nameless face in the crowd. 

 

2)  Spread the word about local businesses. 

There are a lot of people in Independence who 

have no idea that thereôs a new coffee shop in 

Englewoodé or a new Art Gallery.  Some have 

no idea that B-Vogue Salon is there!  Lots of par-

ents have no idea that they can take their kids to 

puppet shows at the Puppetry Arts Institute on 

most Saturdays.  Letôs help be ambassadors for 

our area! 

 

3) Become a ñfriend ofò the local business  

associations.     The Englewood Business Asso-

ciation has its business-members.  But then, it 

also has a ñFriendò level of membership.  The 

dues are $60 per year.  Yes, thatôs steep for a lot 

of households.  But for some folks reading this, it 

may not be.  

 

Some might say: ñWhy do that?  Donôt they 

make enough profit already?ò    

 

Actually, theyôre struggling a lot like we are right 

now.  But when I pay my dues to the EBA, my 

money isnôt going into somebodyôs cash register.  

Itôs going into 

a fund that 

helps pay for 

flowers, land-

scaping, 

Christmas 

lights, and 

flags in Engle-

wood. (The 

EBA is cur-

rently raising 

funds for a 

new 6 foot by 10 foot US flag.)   

 

Iôm very supportive of making that area more 

attractive!  And I believe that business owners 

who work together to try to make our town a bet-

ter place should be helped, thanked, and re-

(Continued from page 2) 

   

warded! 

 

4) Volunteer to help them put on special  

events.   Englewood has two special events per 

year:   Flag Day and the Mystik Pumpkin Festi-

val.  Those are free public events.  Usually, they 

work with Parks and Rec to provide free activi-

ties for kids on those days.  Maywood has its  

ñCOPS shop BBQ fundraiserò every year in Oc-

tober.  I personally have found those events to be 

very ñgood for the soulò.  You get to meet and 

talk with neighbors and friends...hang out, have a 

little food and drink...enjoy some conversation.  

All of these events are very pro-family. 

 

And the business folks would LOVE to do 

MORE events each year!  (At the last EBA meet-

ing, there was talk of maybe bringing back an 

Easter event which used to be held many years 

ago.)  Trouble is:  theyôre strapped for time and 

man-power! 

 

Each of the business owners is already working 

at least six days per week, as is most of their 

hired help. 

 

There are many ñunofficial friendsò of Engle-

wood and Maywood who already help out at 

these events.   But we could always use more! 

 

If youôd like to be added to a list of folks whom 

we can call on for future events ideas and man-

power, please email me and let me know: 

david.raasch@winnerneighbors.org 

 

Iôm convinced that if we try to make our local 

businesses more successfulé to show people 

what a strong ñcommunity feelingò we have here, 

other entrepreneurs will take notice and move 

their businesses to our area! 
 

The railroad bridge at 18th and Maywood is just 

outside of the ñofficialò boundaries of our 

neighborhood. 

 

But some of you may remember when back in 

April of 2007, we got together with 5 other 

groups to repaint the stone foundation of that 

(Continued on page 4) 

Carrying on the work of 

 one Good Neighbor 
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bridge...and to clean up the land around it. 

(Photos of that event are available at http://

www.winnerneighbors.org/photo_album/

categories.php?cat_id=5, if you are curious.) 
 

After that fateful day, David Renshaw, who lives 

in the neighborhood to the east of us, decided to 

make himself the official ñwatchmanò for that 

bridge. 

 

If anybody would graffiti that bridge, David 

would dutifully go out the very next day and 

paint over it! 

 

Kids would laugh at him.  Theyôd come back at 

night and would graffiti it up again.  And every 

day, Mr. Renshaw would paint over ité.until the 

kids finally gave up. 

(Continued from page 3) 

   

 

That is, until recently.  Unfortunately, Mr. 

Renshawôs wife has had a couple of falls.  And 

the Neighborhood Watch they were involved in 

has seen participation dissolve. 

 

So, the ñMaywood WatchDogsò crime-watch and 

the ñNeighbors of Winner Roadò have stepped in 

and have repainted over some graffiti that ap-

peared in February. 

 

Could I ask you to please help us monitor that 

bridge?  If you see any graffiti on it, please con-

tact one or both of us: 

 

David Raasch  461-3563  

david.raasch@winnerneighbors.org 

 

Doug & Peggy Ault   836-3069 

dpault@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
Itôs terrific people like David Renshaw that make 

me proud to live in Independence.  If it werenôt 

for him and people like him, living conditions 

around our homes would be a lot worse. 

 

The City of Independence knows very well just 

how much of its success is due to volunteers and 

ñNeighborhood Knightsò.   The Extreme School 

Makeover reinforced this in a huge way.   

 

The City has started a new campaign called 

ñDeclaration for Independenceò.  This campaign 

is meant to inspire folks to stand up and take ac-

tion for our community.  You can learn about it 

(especially by watching a lot of online video tes-

timonies from other citizens) here: 

 

http://www.indepmo.org/declare/ 
 

The ñNeighbors of Winner Roadò crime-watch 

has block captain volunteers for much of Winner 

Road, plus 13th street.  

 

Weôd really like to have more, especially for key 

side-streets, like Arlington and Franklin Drive. 

What is a ñBlock Captainò?  

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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before we finished.  Wanted:  Block Captains 


