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|t 6s Spring! Letéjosors'celebrate!

The birds and flowers are returning, along with  Captain Ken Bergman of the Independence Po-

50+ degree tempermoteur e fice will be dungliestgmeékere Heawill be dis-

than ready for them! cussing gangs in Independence and what we can
do about them.

This winter has seemed so very long and cold.

I'tds hard 4umanduedergayskiesop éd | i ke to stress that thi
for so long. ANYBODY who lives west of Main Street in

I ndependence! Yep, weodre
Wedbd | ike to kick off thsesidggear by doing some-

thing different:
But wedre asking you to ple

OnThursday, March 25th, starting at 6:30 word about this event! Invite anybody who is

PM, webdre going to hav einteaestéd$pighting agimerot justninmworkimg f

sortsyoadmde invited ! ! togethertomake Independence a better place to
live!

Wedre getting-LuckoSgpperdndr f or a Pot

a combined meeting of ANYBODY who is inter-

ested in fighting crime and working together in Burglars and Prowlers on the rise!

Nei ghborhood Watchesé anybo ¥ on tne EN- .

TIRE WEST SIDE of Independence! Bof ot may ave worried ab
ons and bears, oh my!o Bu

The ANeighbors of Wi nn 88Pengeges yehay a geopreyeal threat:

AMaywood Watch Dogso will/l bef nostin% this

event. Maywood Baptist Church at 10505 E. People who steal from other people

Winner Road has graciously offered their Fel- _ _

lowship Hall to be our dining hall that night! As the warmer weather of Spring arrives, we see
more people getting out and traveling the area on

It will be good to get together and see some of 0Ot

t he wonder ful peopl e whom 0t seen

months, due to the col §SMgty bﬁrfathesepeom\ena ng;hee

hoping to see some NEW faces too! streets and neighborhoods, Iooklng for opportuni-
ties.

Wedre asking each f ami
ing to the following plan:

to brin a ish, accord-
Ar¥d unfortunately, War?ner Weat%er gives thieves
more opportuniti ekidngbecause

1) Oddnumbered houses, please bring a main hardworking citizens get out and away from

dish, casserole, or starch (rice, pasta, etc.)  N°mMe:
2) Evennumbered houses, please bring a-side .
dish. salad. or dessert. More of us get a bit careless and leave our
’ ’ homes, sheds, and cars unlo

get at those things with no snow or ice around.

Drinks will be provided.
P Growing plants and greenery help hide activities.

When you arrive, please enter via the south side (Continued on paga)
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(Continued from pag#) Maywood and Englewood
Businesses need your Support!

So, please consider this reminder: stay alert and
remember to secure your property!

A home over on S. Glenwood Ave. was broken
in via thefront windowin the middle of the day
(i .e. fAin broad dayl i ght S
have probably come back for more, long before ;
the homeowner, who was at work, would have
become aware of the problem. One thing that really annoys me about living here

is when | have to get in the car and drive ten
But, fortunately, a police officer spottedtwomen mi | es t o buy somet hi ngésome
walking down the street, carrying a plasma TV find nearby.
and a laptop. The police booted the laptop, fig-
ured out who it belonged to, and contactedthe That fsomet hi ngo-camsons omet i
homeowner. piece of hardware for my house (which, unfortu-

natel vy, P&G Har dwar e often
The person was lucky in that those itemswere s omet i mes t hat fAsomet hingo
returned to him. But his home had still been ran- certain type of food.
sacked. There was plenty of cleamto do, not
to mention that terrible feeling you get when you | hate the driving because of the extra time and

realize something thatgasobadinbugevpavedof Pl us,
youo (i .e. your HOME) , prices are goiageondrifi back aepdoebd peragalldn

gutted. again.

Here are a few tips, taken from a set of So, in disgust, | sometimes throw my hands in
ACommunity Policingd guthdesiavanddabhbkb& awhkhgt tpnbt
www.popcenter.org/problems/. Thesearejust cal | y?0

general tips about what you can do to prevent

your home from being burglarized. They are Il 6m not saying that | want
designed to get you to think about your particular or a c¢l ust er of 2fustchain re
home and situation: more stores with more variety...within a mile

or two of where | live!
1) Install a burglar alarm.

2) iHardenodo your home: | knowotlkere are a lgt of peoplediving hege whon d
windows and determine if they need better want t he same thing! Soé
locks, stronger doors, etc. that é . here?
3 Il ncrease fioccwphngscy i ndicator so
that make a home look like it is occupied: Over the past several years
lights on timers, closed curtains, noise from  ous projects with Maywood and Englewood busi-
stereo or TV, dogs ness ownher s. Webdbve Arubbed
4) Improve visibility of your home, making it |l 6ve had time to |isten to
more likely that a burglar would be spotted  what | can do to help them. The mo$ivious
5) Join a Neighborhood Watch program thing is what 1 édm | isting f
| would also add: crime goes down when you 1) Choose to spend your money locally.
take this attitude: Of cduts@, this ig aiways @ petsanal delcisiome t he p
lice when | see anyone or anything odd in my Some fol ks would say @Al can
neighborhood, because | may be protectingmy Wal mart . 0o Yes, but you ma
neighbors and their belongings by doingso. Andc |l ust er of stores thatods ne
|l 6d want them to do thae &Sgmestot omeowheWoubdomndot t

not around. o (Continued on pag8)



(Continued from pag@) warded!
neighborhood?

4) Volunteer to help them put on special
Al so, I think youdl | f everds. Englewbod bas two dpexial aventsipers i ne s s
people will give you far better, more year: Flag Day and the Mystik Pumpkin Festi-
personalized serviceé. gat Jloseiara freke publio events. Uslalyytheys t a r t
to recognize your face. Business is just plain work with Parks and Rec to provide free activi-
morerewarding forboth parties, when each side ties for kids on those days. Maywood has its
knows the other as a pacoOPséshng BB fustdranser o

other nameless face in the crowd. tober. | personally have found those events to be
very Agood for the soul 0.
2) Spread the word about local businesses. talk with neighbors and friends...hang out, have a
There are ot of people in Independence who little food and drink...enjoy some conversation.
have no idea that t her Albobthese evestsrarevayfpfareilg. s hop i n
Engl ewoodé or a new Art Gallery. Some have
no idea that B/ogue Salon is there! Lots of par- And the business folks would LOVE to do
ents have no idea that they can take their kids to MORE events each year! (At the last EBA meet-
puppet shows at the Puppetry Arts Institute on  ing, there was talk of maybe bringing back an
most Saturdays. L et 06 s Edsterleyent Wwhich usedhodes held mhamy yearsf o r
our area! ago.) Troubl e i s: theyore
manpower!
3)y Become a fAfriend ofodo the | ocal business
associations. The Englewood Business Asso-  Each of the business owners is already working
ciation has its busineseembers. But then, it at least six days per week, as is most of their
al so has a fAFriendod | enimdhelp.f member shi p. The
dues are $60 per year. Yes, thatés steep for a |
of households. But for some folks reading this,it Ther e ar e many Aunoffici al
may not be. wood and Maywood who already help out at
these events. But we could always use more!
Some might say: Awhy do that? Dondét they
make enough profit alréefbdydadéd | i ke to be added t
we can call on for future events ideas and-man
Actually, theydre st r ugayériplease emaillme and letimklmowve ar e r i
now. But when | pay my dues to the EBA, my  david.raasch@winnerneighbors.org
money isnbt going into somebodyds cash register.
Itds goina intao |l 6m convinced that i f we tr
a fund that businesses more successful é
helps pay for what a strong Acommunity fe
flowers, land- other entrepreneurs will take notice and move
scaping, their businesses to our area!
Christmas
lights, and Carrying on the work of
flags in Engle-g .
wood. (The one Good Neighbor
EBA is cur-
rently raising The railroad bridge at 18th and Maywoodlust
funds for a outsideof t he #fAofficial 0 boundeze
new 6 foot by 10 foot US flag.) neighborhood.

I 6m very supportive of Buhsoieohypu napranemlzerwhen baoloim e
attractive! And | believe that business owners  April of 2007, we got together with 5 other

who work together to try to make our town a bet- groups to repaint the stone foundation of that

ter place should be helped, thanked, and re- (Continued on pagé)



(Continued from pag8)

bridge...and to clean up the land around it. That is, until recently. Unfortunately, Mr.

(Photos of that event are available at http:// Renshawés wife has had a co
www.winnerneighbors.org/photo_album/ the Neighborhood Watch they were involved in
categories.php?cat_id=5, if you are curious.) has seen participation dissolve.

After that fateful day, David Renshaw, wholives So, t he @A May wo o dwawaand hDogs o0
in the neighborhood to the east of us, decidedto t he @A Nei ghbors of Winner RO
make himself the offi c amahaverepairted bvenaame grdffio that dph a t

peared in February.

Could | ask you to please help us monitor that
bridge? If you see any graffiti on it, please con-
tact one or both of us:

David Raasch 463563
david.raasch@winnerneighbors.org

Doug & Peggy Ault 838069
dpault@sbcglobal.net

ltdéds terrific people |ike D
me proud to |live in Indepen
+HUHYV D 3EHIRUH" SKRWR IRU fardim and people like him, living conditions
part of that railroad bridge around our homes would be a lot worse.

The City of Independence knows very well just

how much of its success is due to volunteers and

AiNei ghborhood Knightso. T
Makeover reinforced this in a huge way.

The City has started a new campaign called

ADecl aration for I ndependen
is meant to inspire folks to stand up and take ac-

tion for our community. You can learn about it

(especially by watching a lot of online video tes-

timonies from other citizens) here:

http://www.indepmo.org/declare/

$QG KHUHYV D SKRWR WDNHQ ULJKW
before we finished. Wanted: Block Captains
bridge. The ANeighbors ofwatthi nner RO
has block captain volunteers for much of Winner

If anybody would graffiti that bridge, David Road, plus 13th street.

would dutifully go out thevery next dayand

. )
paint over it Wedd really | ike to have mo
Cids would |augh at hi [ESEEEPORITEIRIE oy
night and would graffiti it up again. And every '
day, Mr. Renshaw would paint over ité.until the

kids finally gave up. (Continued on pag8)



