
   

 

 

Your Neighborhood News 
From the “Neighbors of Winner Road Association” 

www.winnerneighbors.org 

Issue #9 

4/13/09                                                     Delivered to over 250 homes by hand! 

At a recent meeting of Neighborhood Watches, we learned that… as the weather has 
gotten nicer… the number of incidents involving school-aged children and strangers has 
been increasing!   
 
Several people reported seeing a white pickup truck at the Post Office on Northern in 
the early hours of the morning, when the lot is otherwise empty.  They think the driver 
may have been watching a particular bus-stop where kids were gathered. 
 
Utility workers also came to the rescue of a middle-school-aged girl who, once she got 
off of her bus one afternoon, was being followed by individuals in a car. 
 
And, the Independence Examiner reported on April 7th that 2 children in the Blue Mills 
subdivision (NE Independence) were approached at their bus stop by a man who asked 

if they would like to take a walk. 
 
These reports should be a reminder to honest folks:   They may or may not be your kids, but please keep a watchful, pro-
tective eye on any children you see on their way to and from school!   
 
Parents:  In the old days, a child in trouble could go up to “any old house” and usually find a friendly adult citizen who 
would help them….. Somebody who would have their best interests at heart.  Unfortunately, today, the odds of finding 
such a person at a randomly-chosen house are much lower. 
 
Instead, please tell your child which houses / neighbors in your neighborhood they can safely go to if they’re in trouble 
and you are not around. 
 

In response to that incident in Blue Mills, the Fort Osage School District sent home a letter to parents.  The letter included 
a list of  “Safe Things Kids Should Know”.  Here are a few rules can teach your children: 
 
1) Stress that your child should use his or her own intuition.  If someone or something doesn’t “feel right”, then avoid it. 
2) If your child is taken by surprise, they should scream “stranger” and thrash their body, kicking and shaking their 

arms, so that the attacker will have a harder time grabbing them. 
3) Children should do whatever they can to fight back.  They should not hold back in fear of hurting the abductor. 
4) Never offer to help a stranger find a lost pet or a car in a parking lot.  Never offer to help with car problems. 
5) Always report such incidents to an adult. 
 
I should mention that thanks to alert neighbors, the police were notified about the pickup truck parked in front of the Post 
Office.  One neighbor even got the license plate number.  Perhaps there’s a good explanation for why that driver was 
there. But when one neighbor drove up to him, he sped off in a hurry.  So perhaps alert neighbors prevented an abduction 
and/or worse! 
 
Please keep an eye on kids at the bus stop and those walking to and from school. 
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Reminder:  Keep an eye on the kids!! 
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The 353 Tax Abatement program, the program that was 
so successful in “bringing back” Harry Truman’s old 
neighborhood, is now officially extended to include our 
neighborhood!  
 
Effective last January 1st, any home improvements you 
make MAY be eligible for this program.   
 

What am I talking about?  What is this “353-thing”? 
 
In a nutshell, the City wants to HELP you fix up your 
home!  With this program, when you fix up your house / 
property or make improvements to it, the City of Inde-
pendence will lower your property taxes….for the next 
25 years!!  
 
Now, you do have to APPLY for the program and tell the 
city up-front what it is you’re going to be fixing-up or 
improving. Plus, there is an initial inspection and certain 
minimum requirements for repairs. (For instance, if your 
electrical box is old and unsafe, you may be required to 
upgrade it).   
 
But, once you get past those things and get the work 
done, the City will stop charging you property taxes for 
your home. (You’ll still be charged for the land, but your 
home makes up most of your property tax bill).   For the 
first 10 years after your project, 100% of your home’s 
property tax will be abated.  For the 15 years after that,  
50% of those property taxes will be abated. 
 

Add this up and it will probably pay for all of the im-
provements you make to the property… and even save 
you further tax dollars beyond the cost of those im-
provements! 
 
What’s that?  You already spent some money this year on 
repairs to your home?  Well, save your receipts!  That 
work could still “count” as being a part of this program!  
But you have to apply in order to take advantage of this. 
 
Want more details?   
 

Call Patricia Robinson (Tax Abatement Administra-

tor) at 816-325-7426.  Or email her at perobin-
son@indepmo.org.  There’s also more info on the city’s 
website at http://www.ci.independence.mo.us/comdev/

TaxAbatement.aspx. 
 
And renters, tell your landlord about this!!  They may not 
yet be aware of this program. 

Financial Help for Fixing Up Your Home is 
Finally HERE ! 

Please forgive the fact that we haven’t sent you a news-
letter since last fall!  The holidays and bad weather 
slowed us down a little, but there were still a lot of things 
going on!  Here are some things the “Neighbors of Win-
ner Road” have achieved during the “winter months”. 
 
1) Fought off a prison! 
 

Yes, in case you didn’t hear, during the weeks of Christ-
mas, New Years, and early January, a developer tried to 
“sneak in” a zoning change.  This change would have 
“paved the way” for a new prison to be built between the 
southwest corner of our neighborhood and Blue Ridge 
Blvd. 
 
However, your alert neighbors quickly spread the word 
by phone and by email.  We organized resistance and let 
the developer know that 99% of us were against it!  The 
developer then agreed to withdraw his proposal. Cold, 
darkness, and tiredness from the holidays worked against 
us, but we won! 
 
I titled this article “Results you can see”.  Well, in this 
case, the results of your neighbors working together are... 
that you WON’T see a prison looming over the Rock 
Creek Valley! 
 

 

2) Got a commitment from the City to make an 
intersection more safe! 
 

We potentially solved a $10,000 safety issue re-
solved...by email!  
 
Last fall, I witnessed a young family with strollers have 
to run and dodge traffic.  They were trying to cross the 
intersection of Sterling and Winner.  At that moment, I 
suddenly realized that this intersection has no pedestrian 
crossing controls, when less-busy intersections in the 
city do have such controls. 
 
I asked some other governments online about how much 
such crossing controls cost. The answer was: anywhere 
from $7500-$11000 per intersection. Now, at the time, 
Christmas was approaching.  So, I decided to wait to take 
action on this.  I knew I’d need help convincing the city 
to spend this kind of money. Doing that would take re-
search and help from other neighborhood leaders. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Working Together:    
Results you can SEE ! 
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 A few weeks ago, I sent an initial email to those 
neighborhood leaders, asking them to meet and discuss 
this issue. Peggy Ault, leader of the “Maywood Watch-
Dogs” crime-watch group forwarded my email to the 
Mayor, Don Reimal, who then sent it to the City Man-
ager. 
 

To my surprise, the City Manager, Mr. Robert Heacock, 
suddenly emailed me directly. (I had no idea at the time 
that Peggy had forwarded my email message.) Mr. Hea-

cock said the City had reviewed the situation and 

agreed that the intersection needed pedestrian crossing 
controls.  Not only that, but he found some money in the 

City budget to pay for them! 
 
Mr. Heacock says that those crossing controls will be 

in place by the end of July!  So, soon you will be able to 
SEE the results of what started when somebody noticed a 
problem and emailed somebody about it! 
 

 
3)  “Flags on Winner Road” Project Update 
 

Last year, your neighbors...plus business owners and resi-
dents in other neighborhoods along Winner 
Road...together lined Winner Road with United States 
flags and Independence School District banners! 
 
We did this by donating and raising money together!  The 
Independence City Council helped us out with some 
matching funds.  We purchased 107 brackets and flags to 
go on them. 
 
Unfortunately, right after the flags were put up, we had a 
freaky storm with 70 mph winds come through!  I’m sure 
many of us were discouraged to see that a lot of the flags 
were gone.  However, I’m happy to report that all but 
one of the flags were recovered! 
 
Neighborhood leaders, plus business leaders in Maywood 
and Englewood are already talking about the future of 

(Continued from page 2) these flags and banners on Winner Road. 
 
We certainly want to have a wider variety of banners to 
display.  We’d like to “rotate” what you see every few 
months.. But, more banners will cost money, as will pay-
ing somebody to take them down and put new ones up 
again. 
 

So, watch for news of coming fundraisers for this ongo-
ing project!  One fundraising idea we have is …  
 
 
4) A Christmas Fundraising Event 
 

Do you remember the Christmas Homes Tour that took 
place on Winner Road two years ago? 
 
Well, that event did not happen last year.  I was person-
ally quite disappointed.  In fact, I couldn’t think of a sin-
gle unusual event that happened in Englewood last year, 
following October’s “Mystik Pumpkin Festival”. 
 
So, I decided this year to approach area leaders early 
about bringing back this tour.  Only, this year, I’d like to 
see all proceeds from this tour go towards the “Flags on 
Winner Road” project! 
 
We have set a tentative date for this event:  The second 
Saturday in December, the 12th. 
 
However, I don’t want you to think of this as JUST being 
a Christmas Homes Tour day.  This is a big opportunity 
for businesses and other groups to participate!   
 

Perhaps the businesses of Englewood can come up with 
some special sales or events (maybe photos with Santa?)  
Maybe a bunch of folks would want to offer tourists a 
“bake sale” with funds going towards the flags?  Maybe 
somebody can come up with some special music-related 
event or entertainment…. Or maybe an activity that fo-
cuses on the kids! 
 
Let’s work together to make that Saturday a special 

day on our side of town!   
 

If you are interested in helping plan either the Homes 
Tour (or if you’d like your home to be a part of the tour!)
….or if you’d like to plan some other event for that day, 
please contact me:    

 

David Raasch  (816)461-3563  

david.raasch@winnerneighbors.org 
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“Gardening Friends”, a non-profit group of neighbors 
from Englewood and Maywood, is asking folks to help 
our local elementary school, North Rock Creek / Korte 
Elementary. 
 
School Staff have provided them with the following 
“wish list” of things they need for the kids: 
 

NEEDS LIST 
Ziploc Bags (sandwich, quart, and gal-

lon sizes) 

Lysol spray 

Clorox wipes 

Paper Towels (soft) 

Hand Sanitizer 

Kleenex 

Hand Soap 

Baby Wipes 

Toothbrushes and toothpaste 

Deodorants / body sprays 

Cheap white wash cloths 

Pencils 

Pencil sharpeners (hand-held or elec-

tric) 

Dry erase markers 

Erasers that go on top of pencils 

 

Children’s Clothes sizes 4-14 

     (new or used) 

Boys & Girls underwear 

Stretch, sweat, or elastic band pants 

Jeans or slacks 

Belts  

Boys & Girls shoes and socks—all sizes 

Clothing (shirts, tops, coats, jack-

ets, hats, etc.) 

 
These items may be dropped off at the school...or contact 
Tony Caudillo at 521-5430 (North Rock Creek) or Petty 
Ault at 836-3067 (Gardening Friends) 
 
 

For years, the Independence Police Department has 
posted lists of crimes that have happened in the city in the 
Independence Examiner.  But these listings are usually at 
least two weeks old when published. 

Now, the Police are sending their crime data, usually 
within 24 hours of the actual crime, to 
www.crimereports.com.   This is a Google-maps-like 
site where you may view maps of recent crimes in the 
city.   
 
However, what I really like (personally) is that you may 
sign up to receive email alerts whenever a crime occurs 
within a certain distance from a location you choose 
(such as, oh, I don’t know… your own house!)  You can 
choose to receive these alerts right away or just get a 
summary of them once per week. 
 
I encourage you to visit crimereports.com to see what’s 
actually going on in our neighborhood! 
 
 

Yep, folks have already been asking about it. 
 
Our Annual Neighborhood Garage Sale will be held this 
year on Saturday, June 13th.  At our February meeting, 
we decided to move the sale to this date, because our 
June garage sale from two years ago was much more suc-
cessful than last year’s mid-May sale. 
 

Our Annual Neighborhood Block Party will be Satur-
day, September 12th.  We were very pleased with the 
number of families that attended last year’s Party.  It was 
nice to meet and spend time with several young families 
with their kids!  We look forward to an even better one 
this year. 
 

Maywood Baptist Church (10505 E. Winner Rd.  Phone: 
254-3344) is still offering the “Angel Food” program to 
the public. 
 
“Angel Food” is a partnership with a national ministry 
that provides grocery relief to anybody, regardless of 
their income. 
 
You still must pay for the food.  This is not a free hand-
out.  However, the groceries are sold at a price much, 

(Continued on page 5) 

Learn About Recent Crimes  
in our Neighborhood! 

When’s this year’s Block Party? 

So, When’s the  
Neighborhood Garage Sale? 

Need Relief from your Grocery Bill? 

Please donate school supplies for the 
kids! 
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much lower than retail.  There are usually several days 
per month where you can come in and make your order 
(payment is made in advance).  And then there’s one Sat-
urday per month when the truck comes to deliver the 
food.    
 
There is a standard box of items that comes in each 
month for each family.  The cost for that is usually $25.  
But you can buy “add-ons”, additional products to be 
added to your box.  Those items are also available at a 
big discount. 
 
Call the church for more information and this month’s 
menu. 

The Independence Police will be sponsoring a “bicycle 
rodeo” on May 2nd from 9:30 AM—1:30 PM on the 
south side of the RLDS auditorium. 
 
What is a “bicycle rodeo”? 

 
It’s an event where police teach kids the skills and pre-
cautions they’ll need to have while they ride their bike.  It 
helps prepare them for real-life situations, such as traffic 
lights, stop signs, pedestrians crossing the streets, and 
intersections.   
 
Individuals will be on-hand to help inspect and repair 
bikes, fit helmets and instruct kids on bicycle safety.  
(Helmets are limited.) 

There’s a new kind of event happening on Tuesday after-
noons at 3 PM at Curt’s Market (on Truman Road). 
 
A group of Van Horn students invites the public to their 
“Socrates Café” meeting each week!   
 
“Socrates Café” is a meeting where students and adults 
agree upon a topic of discussion… and then express 
themselves, share their ideas openly without fear of at-
tack, and question themselves and society. 
 
Come get inspiring perspectives from this lively conver-
sation with our youth! 
 

The Fairmount Community Center, which is the only 

community center in Western Independence, has moved.   
The new community center location is in the former St. 
Anne’s school, just north of St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church….which is at the intersection of Lexington and 
Cedar, just north of 24 Highway. 
 
There will be a “Grand Opening Open House” reception 
and ribbon-cutting ceremony on April 29th at 4 PM.  
Please contact Warren Adams-Leavitt or Penny Still at 
252-5094 for more information. 
 
 

The “Van Horn Booster Club” was kind enough to alert 
us to these upcoming events: 
 
Dramas / Musicals: 

Vantasia   —   Friday, April 17th @ 7 PM   $1 for 
students  $3 for public at the door 
 
Spring Musical:  "You're A Good Man, Charlie 

Brown"  —   Friday, May 8 @ 7:00 PM 
      Saturday, May 9  2:00 PM Matinee  &  7:00 pm 
 

 

Art: 
Sermon Center's "Festival of Color"  Student Art 

Show—April 18-19   
Although this show has been going on for 19 years now, 
this will be the first year that Van Horn has been able to 
participate.  Almost all area High Schools - Independ-
ence, Blue Springs, Lee's Summit, 
Fort Osage, St. Mary's already par-
ticipate. 
 

 

Van Horn Alumni / Sports: 
“Rick Sutcliffe Day” —  May 7th, 
starting at 5 PM at Roper Stadium in 
Sugar Creek 
 
5 PM — Rick Sutcliffe, an Inde-
pendence native, Van Horn Gradu-
ate, Major League Baseball player 
for 16 years and current ESPN 
sportscaster…. will speak to the 
crowd and the teams. 
 
7 PM — Baseball Game:  Van Horn 
High vs. Lee’s Summit Christian  

Annual Bicycle Rodeo  Coming Up! 

Join the Discussion! 

Van Horn High School Events 

Rick Sutcliffe 

Fairmount Community Center has moved! 
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Who’s the bravest person you can think of?   A police 
officer?  A fireman?  Some crab fisherman in Alaska? 
 
Well, your neighbors, Tim and Anne Verhulst, of the 
9700 block of Winner Road...are braver than those fellas! 
 
Tim and Anne recently adopted four... (count ‘em)… 
four siblings from Columbia!  And Tim and Anne knew 

very little Spanish when they adopted them! 
 
Say “Hello” to the new “Verhulst Clan”  
(clockwise from the top) — Papa Tim, Oscar (11), Diana
(8), Mayerly(7), Claudia(6), and Mama Anne: 

The kids had been in the orphanage for 4 years.  The fact 
that the kids were a bit older...plus the stigma associated 
with being in an orphanage (instead of a foster home)… 
reduced the odds of them being adopted. 
 
If you’d like to read more about this “new family” and 
how they got together, check out the family’s blog at: 
http://www.losseisverhulsts.blogspot.com 
 

 

We’ve got some terrific people here who work hard to 
make this neighborhood feel like home! 
 
It’s high time I recognized a few of them!: 
 
Fred & Leah Burton  —  They’ve lived in this 
neighborhood for over 30 years.  And they help with 
every event we have….whether it’s a simple meeting, a 
fundraiser, or making phone-calls to the City.  Leah is a 
Block Captain and does an amazing job of attending just 

about every small group event in Western Independence! 
 
Ron & Joyce Lust —  They add quite a bit of “heart” to 
the neighborhood!  Their home and yard are always deco-
rated for every holiday.  And they always volunteer for 
bus-shelter trash-duty.  Plus, Joyce is always cooking up 
something yummy! 
 
Barbara Rosser —  Barbara’s an encourager!  A hug 
from her will make a day’s-worth of stress melt away.  
And she tries so hard to attend every activity we have! 
 
Al Carlisle —  He’s a real fighter and cheerleader for the 
neighborhood!  He helps educate “relative newbies to the 
neighborhood”, like myself, about the history of the area.  
And he’s always got a smile, a wave, and a honking horn 
for you! 
 
These are the folks who step up whenever we need to 
“get the word out” on something like a “surprise prison”.  
These are your neighbors who help pick up trash or 
phone city officials with concerns.   They do the work 
and deserve a TON of THANKS!  (I just type up newslet-
ters and emails. <grin!>) 
 

If so, I suggest you sign up for one of our email mailing 
lists: 
 
1) news@winnerneighbors.org — We use this list to 

announce each coming month’s events and meet-
ings… and other “big issues” that we may want even 
folks outside of the neighborhood to know about.  
Volume is typically 1-3 emails per month.  To sub-
scribe, go to our website at 
www.winnerneighbors.org.  There’s a subscription 
box on the lower left of most pages on that site. 

 
2) talk@winnerneighbors.org — This is a private list 

where we’d like the only subscribers to be folks who 
live in the neighborhood and actively want to help it.  
We exchange news, watch out for each other, and 
plan things using this mailing list.  To subscribe, 
please contact me (David Raasch,  461-3563  or 
david.raasch@winnerneighbors.org) 

 
An email mailing list was an incredibly powerful tool 
during the “prison-issue fight”.   I encourage you to har-
ness the power of email when you have a problem! 
 

Want more-timely info on  
what’s going on in the neighborhood? 

Love loves a challenge! 

You’ve got some terrific neighbors! 
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 Suggestion:  You might want to detach this last page and attach it to your refrigerator!  A slightly-more-extensive 
version of this list is available on our website, www.winnerneighbors.org. 
 

“WHO TO CALL FOR WHAT” List 

Issue Who to Call 

Yard Maintenance Standards  
Refuse, Rubbish and Garbage  

Open-Storage Prohibited  
Nuisance Vehicles  

Rats  
Landlord/Tenant Complaints  
Conditions of Structures  

Paint  
Stagnant Water  

Buildings deemed Unsafe to Occupy 
 
Smoking in Public Places or Places 

of Employment other than Bars and 
Restaurants 

Health Department/Code Compliance 

City of Independence 

325-7193  

Parking on the Grass 
Recreational Vehicle/Equipment 

Storage 
Fencing Regulations 

Business in Residence 
Commercial Vehicles/Equipment 
Screening for Commercial Areas 

Signs 

Commercial Dumpsters – Screening/            
                       Location 

Community Development/Zoning 

City of Independence 

325-7422 

Dangerous Trees 
Traffic Site Problems 

Roadway Dumping 
Sidewalk Problems 

Drainage/Erosion Problems 
Septic Tank Problems 

Public Works 
City of Independence 

325-7600 

Non-Operable Vehicles on Street 
Graffiti 

Noise Complaints 
Drug Activity Complaints 

Truancy 

Police Department – 911  

Trash Hauler Complaints 
Landlord Licensing 

Business Licensing 

Finance Department 

City of Independence 

325-7079 

Elderly Person’s Welfare/Safety/
Abuse 

Department of Health and Senior 
Services 

State of Missouri 

Hotline: 1-800-392-0210 

Child Abuse/Neglect Division of Family Services 
State of Missouri 

Hotline: 1-800-392-3738 
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ABOUT US 

 
The “Neighbors of Winner Road Association” is a voluntary group of your neighbors 
(homeowners, renters, and people who work in the area)….who are interested in improving life in 
our neighborhood.   
 
We meet on the third Thursday of each month, at 7 PM, at Sovereign Grace Church, 9901 E. Winner 
Rd.  There is no cost for membership. We do not charge any dues. 
 
We invite you to visit your website at http://www.winnerneighbors.org. 
 
This newsletter is currently being published 3 times per year.  We might do 4.  Maybe. 
 
 

What exactly is our Neighborhood ?  Where are the Boundaries? 
 

Our neighborhood makes up most, but not all, of the “Fairview Heights” neighborhood, as defined 
by the old “Neighborhood Council” system from the 1980’s.   We are bordered by Truman Road on 
the North and 18th Street on the South.  Our western border is Brookside.  Our eastern border is the 
Railroad Bridge on Winner Road, which is the boundary line between us and Bristol #5 neighbor-
hood.   A nice map is available on our website, www.winnerneighbors.org.   (Sorry, we didn’t have 
enough space to put a decent-sized map in this issue.) 
 
 

GOT EMAIL? 
 
You can receive alerts about our upcoming  meetings and events by subscribing to our “NEWS” 

email mailing list. 
 
To subscribe: 
1) Go to our website (www.winnerneighbors.org). 
2) Locate  the small subscription form that sits on the left-hand-side of any page on that site. 
3) Fill out that form and submit it! 
4) Wait for confirmation email to arrive and then hit “Reply” and “Send”.  This confirms your sub-

scription. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

Chairperson (plus Newsletter  
& Website-related concerns):  David Raasch 9725 E. Winner   461-3563 
 
  Treasurer: Anne Verhulst 9755 E. Winner   337-3298 
 
        Block Captain: Leah Burton 9732 E. Winner   836-4359 


