NOTICE

Public Hearing Scheduled by
John Carnes, Attorney for Metropolitan
Detention Center

TOPIC
A presentation and information in regard to a private
detention facility for non-violent offenders of City
ordinances and misdemeanors (DWI, Bad Checks,
Driving While Revoked, Failure to Pay Child
Support, etc.), facility to be located one-quarter mile
north of 23" Street on the East side of Blue Ridge
Blvd.

Meeting Location:

Fairmount Community Center, 608 S. Ash,
Independence, Missouri 64050. Entrance and
Parking on Ash Street, South of 24 Highway.

Date & Time:

Saturday, January 10, 2008
2:00 p.m.

All property owners and/or residents of the area
neighborhood are invited to attend this hearing. The
meeting will be informal.

For more information about this project call 816-833-
4200 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.



By TORIANO L. PORTER
toriano.porter@examiner.net

A private developer wants
to build a 14-acre private
detention center for non-vio-
lent, municipal misdemeanor
offenders in undeveloped land
on the western edge of Inde-
pendence.

Turkey Ridge Develop-
ment LLC has applied to the
Independence Planning Com-
mission for a rezoning/spe-
cial use permit for a proposed
Metropolitan Detention Cen-

ter east of Blue Ridge Boule-
vard, south of Truman Road
and north of 23rd Street.

The detention center will
be a minimum-security pri-
vate detention facility for
municipal ordinance offend-
ers, said Independence attor-
ney John Carnes, the lawyer
representing Turkey Ridge.

Carnes said Turkey Ridge
is interested in constructing
a regional facility that would
house offenders who commit
such ordinance violations as
driving under the influence,

Private detention center proposed for

shoplifting, assault and van-
dalism. Carnes said the facil-
ity could be a positive for
an area of town that he said
hasn't had a project the scope
of the detention center in
“over 40 years.” Preliminary
construction cost of the facil-
ity is estimated at $7 million,
Carnes said.

“T would challenge any
critic of this to find another
$7 million project west of
Sterling in the last 40 years,”
Carnes said. “This project
will create up to 65 full-time
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jobs. Find me another busi-
ness in the private sector west

of Crysler that can offer that
many jobs.”

The Independence Plan-
ning Commission is sched-
uled to review Turkey Ridge’s
application Jan. 13. During
a pre-application meeting
between Carnes, who is a for-
mer City Councilmember, and
members of the city's commu-
nity development department,
Carnes said he got the impres:
sion city staff may be hesitant
with the rezoning request.

Community Development
Director Jennifer Clark said in
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“A rendering of what the proposed detention center
police satellite office would be

maintained at the facility to
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be utilized by surrounding law

city that the stretch of Blue
Ridge near the proposed facil-
ity is dark, lacks illumination

at night and is regularly used

for illegal dumping. He said a
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an e-mail that Turkey Ridge’s
application is under review
and that “a staff report will
include comments/recom-
mendations to the planning
commission at the appropri-
ate time.”

“I don’t think the facility
is a detriment,” Carnes said
when asked of the possibility
of declining property values
and public safety, “I believe it’s
anasset.”

Carnes cited in a response
to several questions from the
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