Do you want a PRISON in YOUR BACKYARD ??

That’s exactly what MAY happen, if we don’t put a stop to it!

What’s going on?: A developer is asking the City to rezone a 45 acre parcel of land very, very close to your
home. They are asking for a “special use permit” that will allow them to build a “private detention center” (a prison
that will house 200-300 inmates...both men and women) on that property!

The developer is required by law to notify only property owners living within 185 feet of the borders of this site
about this proposal. We believe that this is way-too-few people to warn about a change in the way this property is
zoned and used! That is why we are distributing this flyer.

Where is the property?: See the map below. This parcel of land is bordered by, 18" Street on the north, Blue
Ridge Blvd. on the west, Brookside on the east, and it goes almost all the way to 23" Street on the south (which is
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1) A new prison in Western Independence would

be a huge step backwards from all the forward progress we’ve made here recently! The entire City of
Independence has been working hard to build up the West side. We’ve been fighting to improve our schools
(“Extreme Makeover”, bringing 7 new schools into the Independence School District), our infrastructure (including
the 353 Tax Abatement program), social services, and other elements of life in Western Independence, because we
want to make it a better place to raise families! Putting a detention center here works directly against this goal.

2) This prison would add to an already-maxed-out workload for the Independence police, which would result in
even lower police service-levels to the entire city of Independence! This facility will rely on the Independence
Police Department for “back up” whenever there are problems such as escapees, riots, etc. The Independence Police
are already strapped for manpower. (In June of 2007, an independent study suggested the City add 55 positions to
strengthen the Police Department! This has not happened.)

3) Lots of perimeter lights and two razor-wire fences do NOT constitute a building that is “well designed to fit
discretely into the neighborhood”.

4) A MINIMUM of 1-3 prisoners “walk-away” every year from the Kansas City Correctional Institute (a similar
local facility). That’s right! They walk away into the surrounding neighborhoods and disappear! We don’t want
this happening in OUR neighborhood!

5) The new Rock Creek recreational walking trail will run along the eastern border of this property. Do we
really want to put a prison where citizens will be routinely walking either alone or as couples?



6) While we realize that detention centers are necessary, we believe they should be surrounded by fields and
farmland (such as one might find along 210 highway)... NOT neighborhoods!

“What can I do to stop this property from being rezoned? How can I stop
them from putting a prison there?”:
1) This is the most critical thing you can do!!: Attend the City Planning Commission Meeting regarding this
proposal: January 13", 6:30 PM. The meeting will be held at City Hall, at 111 E. Maple, in the Council

Chambers. Be prepared to at least state your name and where you live and that you want to go on the official record
as being AGAINST the rezoning and alteration in planned use for this property!

2) Call or mail a letter stating your opinion to the following City officials:

Don Reimal

Mayor

Office: 325-7027
Home: 461-6044
dreimal@indepmo.org

Marcie Gragg

1* District City Councilwoman
Office: 325-7022

Home: 461-2717
mgragg@indepmo.org

Jim Schultz

At-large City Councilman
Office: 365-7022

Home: N/A
jschultz@indepmo.org

Lucy Young

At-large City Councilwoman
Office: 325-7022

Home: 795-8921
Lucy.listens@gmail.com

Robert Heacock

Jim Page

4™ District City Councilman Office: 325-7019
Office: 325-7022 Home: N/A
Home: 252-1198 City Manager

Email: N/A rheacock@indepmo.org

Note: This new prison will be
on the border of Mr. Page’s district, which is why

we are including him here.

The Planning Commission will make a recommendation one way or the other regarding this proposal to the City
Council. But it is the City Council who will have the final say in this matter.

3) Help us get the word out about this to your neighbors! Yes, we’re delivering this flyer door-to-door, but we’re
only a few brave souls (in this cold weather) and we only have so-much time and paper. Please tell your friends and
neighbors as soon as possible!

4) Stay in-touch with us! If they decide to move this meeting back, they are only required to notify those property
owners who live within 185 feet of the property. So we will have to pay close attention and quickly contact each
other if the situation changes. Also, rumor has it that the applicant will hold a public meeting about this proposal one
week prior to the Planning Commission meeting.

We have created a special email mailing list for this issue: noprison@winnerneighbors.org We intend to use that
email mailing list to quickly communicate with only those people who are very interested in this issue. To subscribe
to this email mailing list, go to: http://winnerneighbors.org/mailman/listinfo/noprison_winnerneighbors.org

This flyer has been produced by the “Neighbors of Winner Road Association” (www.winnerneighbors.org)
We are a group of residents / citizens who live in Western Independence, west of Englewood and Maywood.




